THE UNIVERSAL CONSCIOUSNESS AND THE UNIQUENESS OF THE SELF

CONSCIOUSNESS

 According to Quantum Theory, atomic and subatomic events are intimately connected to the presence of a consciousness which observes them.  In the absence of such a consciousness the event does not occur. If, as is claimed, the Universe arose as a result of the hyperinflation of a quantum event, then, one might ask, where was the observing consciousness? 

   One answer, the religious one, is that there has always been an observer. David Hodgson postulated the existence of a Universal Conscious which either arose contemporaneously with the Big Bang, or can exist without the prior formation of matter and which may well have antedated the Singularity.   Another option lies in the concept of retrospectivity:  The light currently reaching us from the remotest quadrants of the Universe comes from so far away that it has taken roughly the time since the beginning of the Universe to reach us.   Therefore what we are currently observing are events dating from the beginning of time. In this sense, by  pulling oneself up by one's own consciousness boot laces as it were,  that is, by looking back from the future, the quantum-cosmological events  at the beginning of the universe have had (or, are currently,   having)  conscious observers, and so the universe has been  able to come into existence from a quantum event.

*

According to current neurophysiology, 'consciousness is an emergent phenomenon of cerebral electrochemistry. Having been generated by the latter, higher order mental patterns and programs enjoy their own subjective qualities and progress, operate and interact by their own causal laws.  They do not intervene in the activities of neurons but supervene and initiate them' (Sperry. R quoted in 'The Cosmic Blueprint.' Davies P, Heinemann Ltd. 1987) Thus we have the anomalous situation in which a material entity gives rise to a non-material entity which then receives sensory input and manipulates the external environment via control of the material entity.' 

Consciousness appears to exist in time but not in space. The maintenance of consciousness, as opposed to its origin, depends on various temporal events including remembered phenomena previous sensory inputs and previous thoughts. Thus, for the maintenance of consciousness, memory and, therefore, a functioning brain, is paramount.  In his1992 monograph, 'Anatomy of Consciousness,' Rosenfield insisted upon the latter, and  suggested also, that for the maintenance of consciousness, such stimuli need to be available at intervals of not less than 1/24 second which, curiously, is the rate at which the frames of a movie must be exhibited to give the illusion of movement.

The Self

The self (soul or mind) is a sub-phenomenon of consciousness in which memory plays a significant part. Without memory storage by the brain, the sense of self cannot exist.

The mind of the conscious, self-aware individual can be likened to software, the brain to hardware. The relationship of the mind to the brain has been compared by Davies (1987) to that of the plot of a novel with the letters of the alphabet, or of a symphony to its score.  In answer to the kind of questions children ask: 'Where were we before we were born? What happens to us after we die?' one answer might be that the symphony does not cease to exist when the orchestra stops playing, nor the novel when one closes the book.  The score (program, software, novel), is also extant before the orchestra begins playing or the reader begins reading, although whether this particular argument by analogy is valid may be open to question. 

The Australian neurophysiolgist, Sir John Eccles, who won the Nobel Prize for Medicine in 1963, denied that Consciousness (=the self = the mind = the soul) is an emergent phenomenon of cerebral architecture and activity. He even calculated the odds against. To paraphrase Eccles:  If the uniqueness of the self is to be derived from the genetic uniqueness which built the brain then the odds against one existing in the uniqueness of the consciousness in which one actually finds oneself, are huge. Eccles' calculations gave him a figure for the odds of 10 to the power 10,000 against. As a result of calculating  these odds, Eccles thought that the  explanation for the uniqueness of the consciousness associated with a given brain could only remotely be that the uniqueness arose as an emergent phenomenon of the  brain's genetically determined physics and chemistry  but, rather must arise externally (he used the term 'supernatural origin'). Eccles' work would seem to imply that the association of a given self with a given brain is, in its origins, to all intents and purposes, quite random. In other words, the software programme (Consciousness) can be re-played in any suitable hardware (brain). This then leads to speculation about whether, at some time in the future, it will be possible to decant, as it were, a given unique consciousness into any available brain, a cloned version of the original brain, maybe? This in turn leads one to speculate whether a comparable event happens automatically in the moment of brain death. Is there some parallel universe in which Hyperborea exists?

 In his book 'The Mind Matters,' (Oxford University Press, 1991) Hodgson postulates that the universe is permeated by a Universal Consciousness, the existence of a  local variant of which, Global Consciousness,   appears to have recently been confirmed by RD Nelson at Princeton. Hodgson pictures fragments of the Universal Consciousness as being sequestered early in an individual life to become associated with that individual's brain, each fragment constituting the basis of each of our unique individual selves, although at what point in existence this association takes place is not discussed. 'Such a (universal) Consciousness might be analogous to a mainframe computer, with conscious entities as the terminals giving access to and from the material world as we know it.' Hodgson dismisses the immortality of the individual self  as unlikely, presumably on the same grounds as Rosenfield  -  that the maintenance of consciousness requires a fully functional brain for the storage of memories and experiences   -  and suggests that, if immortality  is indeed a fact, it cannot be individual but only occur  by the return of the  original 'fragment' of the Universal Consciousness back to that Universal Consciousness much, one imagines, as the individual rain drop returns to the ocean from which the water comprising it once evaporated.

*

Thought and Quantum Non-locality

A thought arises from other thoughts, experiences and memories all stored, either holistically, or separately in various locations in the brain.  A thought arises, or appears to arise, instantaneously, thus bringing together and integrating, all the data involved, in defiance of the proscription of Special Relativity that no signal can exceed light speed.

Quantum non-locality proclaims that, if two or more atomic or sub atomic particles are involved in a reaction, then any subsequent event concerning one also affects the other. The phenomenon occurs, regardless of how far separated in the universe the particles may have become, and is instantaneous. Like thought, Non-locality therefore also occurs in defiance of Special Relativity (this has been experimentally demonstrated by Aspect et al at the University of Paris).

 If a mechanism operational in the macro-cosmos appears to be mirrored in the micro-cosmos inside one's head, it remains to be conjectured that perhaps the two areas do in fact share the same mechanism. Although only argument by analogy, one is then tempted to a tentative conclusion that the Universal Consciousness postulated by David Hodgson is indeed part of reality.

CONCLUSIONS

If, as seems likely, the initial singularity (Big Bang) was the manifestation of a quantum event  and because such phenomena require the presence of a conscious observer then such must have been the case at the beginning of time. Thus the argument to be made in favour of David Hodgson's postulation of a Consciousness permeating the   cosmos and existing independently of a material foundation is strong.

The odds against the uniqueness of the individual self being derived from the genetic uniqueness that built the associated brain are enormous, according to the calculations of Sir John Eccles, 10 to the power 10,000 against.

The uniqueness of the self must therefore arise from some external source. According to Eccles the source is 'supernatural.' According to David Hodgson it is a fraction of the Universal Consciousness temporarily sequestered to be associated with an individual brain and perhaps scheduled to rejoin the Universal Consciousness at the moment of brain death.

Since, for its maintenance, as opposed to its origin, a unique consciousness requires a brain for the storage of memories, ideas and experiences etc., the case against the survival of that individual uniqueness following brain death appears strong.  Davies, however, pointed out that consciousness is analogous to software and the brain to hardware. There might then be a possibility for the unique consciousness of the individual to become associated with another brain which may be available perhaps in the known universe or some other, existing in parallel with it. 

The concept of Hodgson that, upon brain death, a unique consciousness might return to the  Universal Consciousness from which it was originally sequestered might be regarded as a form of immortality, albeit, not individual immortality.
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